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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


SERMON ON THE TERCENNARY ANNIVERSARY OF THE BOOK OF 
COMMON PRAYER.* 


Delivered in St. Philip’s Church, Charleston, by the Rector. 


Ps. xvi. 6.—“ Yea, Ihave a goodly heritage.” 


How valuable to the world, but especially to our branch of the 
Church, is the “ Book of Common Prayer.” What inheritance (the 
‘ Book of God” alone excepted) has each member of the Church, to be 
compared with that manual of truth, precept and prayer ? Emphatical- 
ly, my brethren, on this occasion, may each one of us, young and old, 
adopt the language of David, “ Yea, I have a goodly heritage.” 

“ You are probably aware, that Whitsunday in the present year, is 
a memorable epoch in the history of the ‘Anglican Catholic Church.’ 
[It was on Whitsunday 1549, that the ‘ Book of Common Prayer’, which 
‘the Times’ called for, which had been prepared with much care, and 
which was so successfully completed, was for the first time used in 
public worship. The tercennary anniversary of that event, (and we 
might say the establishment of the Reformation in England,) in which 
we of the ‘ Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States of Ame- 
rica,’ are not Jess deeply interested than our brethren of the English 
branch of the Church, it has been thought, ought to be signalized, and 
no doubt will be, on both sides of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.”’ 

The law of the Old Testament was, in a special manner, promul- 
gated by the Apostles on Whitsunday. Pentecost and Whitsunday, 
therefore are corresponding festivals, under the old and new dispen- 
sations of the Church, commemorating similar and most memorable 
events, The original Book of Common Prayer, as I have stated, was 
first promulgated, or used in public, on Whitsunday, in the year of our 
Lord 1549, It is understood to have been ratified in January 1549, 
but the time fixed for beginning to use it, Whitsunday, was selected— 
and no date could be more appropiate. The law of the Church (for 
what is the Prayer Book but ¢hat)—the law as to what her members 
are to believe, and to do in the Church, and out of the Church, whe- 
ther at home or abroad, how completely is it set forth, (including the 





* A small portion was not delivered. 
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references to the holy Scriptures, and the Canons, and some of the 
Homilies,) in the Book of Common Prayer—emphatically the Book of 
the Church. 

On this day, especially, we recognize the goodness of God, in that 
law, which was given by Moses; and in the grace and truth, which 
came by Jesus Christ; and let us also recognize his goodness in the 
gift of the Book which settles our belief; instructs our practice, and 
both guides, and animates our devotions. Each branch of the Church 
has a manual of instruction and devotion, but where can we find ano- 
ther so scriptural, primitive, accurate, full, well adapted to all grades 
of intellect, and generally approved. ‘To awaken, or deepen your gra- 
titude to God, for the gift of the Prayer Book (for from him “ do pro- 
ceed, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works”) and 
your sense of its value, let me remind you of some of the character- 
istics of the book—that is, the prominent ones, for to treat of them 
all, or indeed to do much more than glance at some of them, would 
be too heavily to tax your time and attention. 

Ist. Our Book is scriptural, in statement, in manner, and language. 
Where is the statement, even the least important, which cannot be 
sustained, (it has been done often) by texts of Scripture. And, to say 
the proof is not satisfactory, am every stance, is only to say that the 
book is not perfect. Each position ts set forth, in the very manner of 
holy Scripture, clearly, accurately, succinctly, not ambiguously, not 
too broadly, not diffusely—in the didactic, (allowing a few exceptions) 
not in the coutroversial form. As to the language, a large portion, 
about two thirds, is Scripture, word for word, as for example, the 
Psalter, the Epistles and Gospels, the Commandments; and in the 
remaining one third, viz: the Creeds, the Collects, Litany and Offices, 
scriptural words and phrases are largely interspersed. If each word 
taken from holy Scripture were italicised, it would be seen that we have 
of it almost a transcript. In teaching, the Church has done little more 
than to arrange—to systematize holy Scripture; and in leading devo- 
tions to adopt the prayers and praises which the holy Spirit of God 
hath himselfindited.* And you are to consider, not only the quotations 
from the Bible in the Prayer Book, but the references to it in the Cal- 
endar, those lessons accommodated to events and persons, whereby a 
flood of light is concentrated on each fact, in the biography of our 
Lord, and of his Apostles, on the history of the Church under all its 
dispensations, on the truths we are to believe, on the sacraments we 
are toreverence, on the precepts we are to obey, on the institutions. 
and usages we are to defend and disceminate,t and on the “ false doc- 
trine, heresy and schism” we are to shun. Where else can you have 
the teachings of the word of God—the doctrine, the duty, the disci- 
pline, and the worship it inclulcates so well systamatized ? 

2d. Our Book is primitive. The framers consulted, in the first place, 
“holy Scripture,” and next “ ancient authors,”{ The co-temporaries 





* Is. vi. 3; Matt. vi. 9; Luke ii. 14; 2 Cor. xiii. 14. The Song of the three children 
in the Apocrypha is the “ Benedicite.” 

t Allusion is made to Articles 17 to 27 inclusive in the Table of Contents, and to the 
five offices alter the “39 Articles of Religion.” 

t lt is evident unto all men diligently reading Holy Scripture, and ancient authors; 
&c.—Preface to the Ordinal. 
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of the twelve Apostles, and their immediate successors, must be the 
best testifiers, as to the belief and practice of the Church, in its earli- 
est, which were its purest days. The Prayer Book sets forth, doctrine 
as held, duty as regarded, discipline as exercised, and worship as it 
was inthe Primitive Church. For example, as to doctrine, the Creeds ; 
as to duty, the change of the holy-day; the baptism of infants; 
the catechizing the young and ignorant; the rite of confirmation; 
the frequent administration of the Lord’s supper, and the observance 
of feast and fast days: as to discipline, the first and second ru- 
brics in the Office for Holy Communion ;* and, as to worship, by a 
precomposed form, and in a responsive manner, indeed the very words 
and phrases, and some of the entire acts of prayer and praise, in 
which individuals of the early Church, in private, and that Church in 
her public assemblies,t uttered their devotions, are incorporated into 
our Prayer Book. For example, the “ Gloria in Excelsis,” attributed 
to Telesiphorus, (A. D. 139); the Prayer of St. Chrysostom, who also 
lived in the third century; the Seraphic Hymn, used in the same 
century, the “ Te Deum,” by Ambrose, (A. D. 340.) Where, out of 
the Bible, are devotions which can be compared with these? Do they 
not almost breathe inspiration ? ‘l’o the same early period we trace our 
unrivalled Litaxy, which agrees in many things with the Litany of St. 
Ambrose; who, doubtless, compiled it from ancient ones. Might we 
not reasonably expect to find in the ancient authors, in the writings of 
the holy men of the early Church, the best prayers and anthems, se- 
cond only to thosein the Bible? Is not such the fact? And is it not 
a great excellency in our Prayer Book, that it has adopted them,{ and 
that it has provided for that edifying custom of the Primitive Church, 
the observing of Lent, and other fast days, and of Saints’ days, and 
other festivals, and also for their significant, instructive affecting cere- 
monies as the bowing in the Creed, and the sign of Cross in Baptism. 

3d. Our Book is accurate: it is never ultra: it neither overstates, 
nor understates. Its positions are laid down with the proper limita- 
tions, and qualifications. For example, in the very first lesson—the 
address, at the opening of Morning Prayer, “ Forgiveness” is “by His 
(God’s) infinite goodness and mercy.” And yet, “to the end that we 
may obtain forgiveness,” we must confess our sins “ with an humble, 
lowly, penitent, and obedient heart.” And so in the very first prayer, 
‘‘the promises are in Christ Jesus,” but for whom—for ‘those who 
are penitent.” Unconditional mercy is an error, avoided, not only in 
the Creeds, Catechisms and Articles, but in the Exhortations and 
Prayers. Again, we are reminded we must “live a godly, righteous, 
and sober life,” but how, by the grace of God assisting, and therefore 
we pray, ‘‘ Grant that we may.” It isthe same lesson, in the Cate- 
chism: ‘“ My good child, know this, that thou art not able,” &c.; taken 
from holy Scripture, “ Work out your own salvation, for it is God who 
worketh in you.” Dependence on divine grace, and resolute constant 
effort must not be separated. 








* See also the “Communion Office” in the Church in England. 
t See Liturgies of St. James, St. Chrysostom, St. Basil and others. 
t The proof in detail is in our liturgical writers, Palmer, Wheatly, Brownell, Oden- 


heimer, &c. 
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In the declarations of Absolution, are all these important doctrines, 
viz: Remission by Jesus Christ: Penitence, a necessary condition.— 
‘True repentence and “a pure and holy” life cannot be, without the 
“Holy Spirit,” his influences. God hath promised forgivness of sins, 
through Jesus Christ. To whom? To “ail those who with hearty re- 
pentance, and true faith turn unto him.’”’ Goodness (that is holiness, 
benevolence, sobriety) is your duty, but God only “ can confirm and 
strengthen you in in all goodness-”* 

Again, Prayer is not to be exclusively to the Father, (the Socinian 
error), nor exclusively to the Son, (the Sweedenburg e:ror), nor ex- 
clusivly to the Father and the Son, with seldom, if any reference to the 
Holy Ghost (which is a very common error of sects in general), but as 
in ‘ the Gloria Patria,” ‘‘ the Gloria in Excelsis,” the ‘‘ Te Deum” and 
“the Litany,” to “the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, three Per- 
sons, and one God.” 

Prayer is not the act exclusively of the individual (the error of the 
Hermit), nor the single Congregation (the error of the Independent), 
nor of the members of one denomination, (the error of several Sects), 
nor of the pious on the earth; but it is the united homage of “ the 
holy Church throughout all the world,” with the Church in “ heaven”, 

\ not only of the living Bishops, Presbyters and Deacons and lay persons, 
but also of the departed “‘ Apostles, Prophets and Martyers,” and all 
in Paradise, as well as of “ all Angels and Powers in the heavens, of 
Cherubim and Seraphim.”+ In what formulary of devotion is there 
recognized, so fully as in our Prayer Book, the sympathy of the 
Church militant with the Chureh triumphant? ‘“ We praise thee, O 
God,” not this little flock, not this small diocese, not the confederated 
dioceses of our country, not our Mother Church, not the branches of 
the Church on earth only, but “ the holy Church throughout all the 
| world,” the Church “‘ universal”—whether on this globe, in the inter- 
| mediate state, or in the glorified state: “ We praise thee, O God,”— 
| ‘all the Earth doth worship thee.” The Ayostles, Prophets and Mar- 
tyrs, praise thee.” “ O ye spirits and souls of the righteous, bless ye the 
Lord.” “ To thee, all Angels cry aloud,” “Cherubim and Seraphim 
constantly do cry, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabbaoth.” “O 
ye Angels of the Lord, bless ye the Lord, praise him aud magnify him 
forever,” 

This Catholic feature of our Prayer Book, who would have it cloud- 
ed! Who is not thankful for it? Who delights notin the sympathy, 
it teaches and expresses, and exercises and quickens? But the Church 
ulso prays forthem, who are without her pale, for ‘‘ all who call them- 
selves Christians ; for all sorts and conditions of men; for the saving 
health of all nations.” 

There are moral, and there are positive duties, that is, of an inward 
and an outward nature, of the heart and of the hand. We must wor- 
ship God, with our spirits, and with our bodies. This point is never 
lost sight of by the Prayer Book, in its teachings, and its directions. 


ee 





* See also the short Prayers, “ Grant us thy salvation’”’—“ Make clean our hearts’ — 
‘Take not thy Holy Spit from us”’—the end and means both asked for at the same 


time. 
t See Coilects for the 5th, 15th, and 16th Sundays after Trinity, Bishop Dehon’s Ser- 


non on the Liturgy, and Rey. Mr. Odenheimer on the origin of the Prayer-Book. 
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for example: “ I believe Christ, for our salvation, came down :” ¥ I 
acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins:” Here are the in- 
ward belief and the outward expression of it, both recognized “ as 
generally necessary to salvation’”’—to “the remission of sins.” And 
so we are reminded to hold the faith ‘in righteousness of life,” and 
“to give thanks” as for “redemption,” so also for ‘the means of grace,” 
and while we have “ due sense of mercies,” and “ thankful hearts, to 
show forth” God’s praise, ‘ with our lips, and in our lives,” by “ walk- 
ing in holiness and righteousness:” 

What is the chief source—the very corner-stone—the foundation 
of earthly satisfaction? It is the knowledge of the Gospel. The 
sum—the substance of present happiness is most accurately stated in 
the prayer: “ Granting us in this world, the knowledge of thy truth.” 

The exact gorrespondence of all the teachings in this Book, however 
various their forms, is worthy of remark. ‘The Creed; the Prayer, 
and the Anthem, set forth the same truths and precepts. Thus the 
Creed, that the departed saints have not yet attained to heaven. And 
the Collect, ‘‘Grant when he shall appear again, we may be made 
like unto him.” 

Compare the Creed and the “ Te Deum,” the one almost a para- 
vhase of the other. Again, the renunciation in Baptism, and the 
‘ollect for the 10th Sunday after Trinity—the Creed and the Collects 

for St. Jude and for All Saints. 

The Catechism has it, ‘‘ God the Son is the Redeemer of all man- 
kind. Godthe Holy Ghost sanctifies all the people of God,’’—and, 
correspondently in prayers “ thine only Son made a full satisfaction 
for the sins of the whole world,” by whose Spirit the whole body of 
the Church is sanctified. 

“T believe in the Communion of Saints” is in our formal Creed, 
and in the Collgct, is the same profession—* we are admitted into 
the ‘fellowship of Christ’s religion.” ‘‘ He ascended into heaven” 
is the language of the Creed. ‘“ We do believe, (the Collect has it) 
our Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended into the heavens.” We 
pray for fatth, but it is “ true faith,” a faith which may never be re- 
proved, for the “increase of faith,” but in the same Collect, for hope 
and charity” and elsewhere, make us “continually to be given to all 
good works,” and “ that thy faithful people,” may -“‘ plenteously bring 
forth the fruit of good works.” Faith is set forth as indispensable ; 
and so also is Charity, (too much overlooked by the mass of formula- 
ries) for we read, ‘all our doings without charity are nothing worth,” 
and “ without charity, whosoever liveth, is counted dead before thee.” 
Penitence also, (and not faith or charity exclusively) is declared to be 
indispensable. It is by “‘ worthily lamenting our sins,” and ‘“ acknow- 
ledging our wretchedness” that we ‘may obtain perfect remission 
and forgivness.” Holy life and sound doetrine are both prayed for 
together ; thus, “ Grant that we may always serve thee in pureness of 
living and truth.” 

_ The Prayer Book commemorates the Blessed Virgin Mary, but only 
tmcidentally. It is not the Annunciation to her, and her Purification, 
but the Incarnation of Christ, and his Presentation in the Temple, 
which are celebrated mainly, and almost exclusively. The Atone: 
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ment, and the example of Christ, are great truths, neither of which is 
to overshadow the other, and so the Collect teaches, ‘‘ he was given 
to be unto us both a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly 
life.’ And, as to the Holy Ghost, the Collects say: ‘“‘ We beseech 
thee to send thy Holy Ghost to comfort us, and exalt us,” to confer 
‘a right judgment in all things,” and to help us to keep the command- 
ments—all his offices referred to. The grace of the Holy Ghost is 
not merely preventing, or going before as ie teach, but it follows, 
and makes us continually to be given to all good works. ‘The gifts 
and graces of the Holy Ghost are distinctly noted, “ leave us not des- 
titute of thy manifold gifts, nor yet of grace to use them.” 

The doctrine of degrees, in the heavenly glory, which in the popu- 
lar system, is overlooked, is set forth in the Collect for the 25th Sun- 
day after Trinity, ‘‘ they plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good 
works, may by thee be plenteously rewarded.” The existence and 
oilice of the holy Angels, scarcely, if at all, recognized in the formu- 
laries of ‘‘ the denominations,”’ are noticed (as we have remarked) in 
the praises, and also in the prayers of the Church, as “ constituted in 
wonderful order,” always serving God in heaven, and succouring and 
defending men on earth.” Might advert also to the exactness in the 
use of Scripture words, as “regeneration,” “‘ converted,” &c.; and 
of Scripture phrases, as “ sanctified in Christ Jesus,” “ called to be 
saints,’ ‘‘ churches of God,” &c. 

4th. Our Book is full, both as to subjects and objects. What topic 
of prayer is omitted? What person is overlooked? What doctrine, 
or what duty is not recognized? The Collects from Advent to Trinity 
go through the whole range of Gospel truths; and those for the Sundays 
after Trinity, the whole range of Gospel precepts. The Collects for the 
successive events of the Saviour’s life, and for Saints’ days, comprise all 
the motives to abhor that which is evil and to cleave to that which is 
good. Not the soul only, but the body also, is the subject of prayer. 
Humanity is regarded in all its relations—the husband and the wife, 
the parent and child, the brother and sister, the master and servant— 
in each stage of life, infancy, childhood and youth, maturity and age— 
in every condition, joy or sorrow, health or sickness, wealth or pover- 
ty—in allstations, in authority, orin bondage, the minister and the peo- 
ple, the ordainer and the ordained—in every scene, on land, or on 
ocean, in the battle-field or in his home, a traveller, or a prisoner, 
whether for crime, or debt, or captured in war—in the Church, or out 
of it—the faithful, and the heretic and schismatic—the Jew, the Turk, 
and the Pagan, the soldier both of the navy and the army. Circum- 
stances of the minutest character are noticed; as for example, that 
some, “‘ by reason of the fight or storm,” cannot be present in social 
prayer, and for them ejaculations are provided. And so, the phy- 
sician of the body is delicately reminded to remember the soul, that 
it hath many diseases, that there is ‘‘nohealth” in it, that there is 
‘‘ wholesome” medicine for it. 

Our Book strictly carries out the counsel of the Apostle, “ I exhort 
that supplications, prayer, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made 
for all men.” But I must refer to an item specially suggested by the 
recent departure to her rest, of one, whom we knew, in times past, and 
met in the house, and at the altar of God. The Prayer Book keeps 
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company with the member of the Church, as from the cradle to the 
grave, so beyond the confines of mortality into the paradise of the 
blessed, and still farther, into the excelling glory. “It waits for you 
(says Faber) by the side of the open tomb, and gravely and effectually 
commends your spirit to Almighty God, reminding the dull earth that 
it must give you up again, at the resurrection of “the Just.” In the 
prospect of our own death, and in the memory of beloved departed 
ones, where can we find any lessons more valuable; any helps to 
mediation more useful; any thoughts more consoling and encourag- 
ing, and any prayer more corresponding to our feelings than those, 
in the Occasional Prayers for the Sick and afflicted, and the Offices 
for Visitation, and for Burial. What petitions in sorrow, and in 
fear, would you substitute for these? “ Among the praises which the 
Saints and holy Angels shall sing to the honor of thy mercy through 
eternal ages; may it be thy unspeakable glory that thou hast redeem- 
ed the soul from eternal death, and made him partaker of everlasting 
life.”’ ‘* We beseech thee, that we, with all those who are departed in 
the true faith of thy holy name, may have our perfect consumation 
and bliss, both in body and soul, in thy eternal and everlasting glory, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.’ What a complete, and impressive 
treatise on death is the “Order for the Burial of the Dead” “I adore, 
(said ‘Tertulian) the plentitude of holy Scripture, and may we not well 
say: I admire, and am thankful for the plenitude of the Book of the 
Church.” The other excellencies of our Book, which I have named, 
may be considered on a future occasion. 
( To be continued.) 
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TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FEMALE EPISCOPAL 
BIBLE, PRAYER BOOK AND TRACT SOCIETY. 


Delivered at its Anniversary Meeting on Whitsun Tuesday, May 29th 1849. 


The 6th By-Law of our Society requires every Annual Report to 
be modelled upon a particular form. 

It says :—‘6, Previous to every anniversary, a report shall be pre- 
pared by a Committee appointed for that purpose, of the proceedings 
of the Managers during the current year, stating the number and kinds 
of books distributed, the increase or diminution of members, and the 
condition of the Society generally; which report, when approved, 
shall be submitted to the Society at its annual meeting.” 

1. Agreeably to this By-law, which is imperative upon the Commit- 
tee appointed to report, we shall make a brief statement on these 
points, noticing first, the proceedings of the Managers during the cur- 
rent year. ‘There is little to be said upon this subject, except that it 
appears that the meetings of the Board of Managers do not appear to 
have had a full attendance at all times. 

May we be here permitted to remind the Society, that the election 
of the Executive Board is a matter of much importance, and that va- 
cancies ought not to be supplied without due care and deliberation; 
for while the individual chosen, may duly appreciate the honor con- 
ferred, and have the best desires; yet there may be others more free 
from household cares, and whose situation in other respects may per- 
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mit a better judgment, greater activity, zeal, and prospect of accom- 
plishing those offices with which they are entrusted, and thus advanc- 
ing the cause of Christ and of his Church? May we individually 
awake to vigilance, earnestness and prayer. 

2, The second item required to be noticed by the sixth By-law is 
the number and kinds of books distributed. 

The kind of books distributed are those which are named in the title 
ofthis Society, viz: the Bible, the Prayer Book and Tracts. Add to 
this also the Sailor’s Manual, and Archbishop Secker’s Lectures on 


the Church Catechism. 
The number of copies distributed is as follows : 


Bibles, - - 9 Sailor’s Manual, 52 
Prayer Books, - 399 Archb. Secker’s Lec. 2 
Tracts, - - 6526 


The number of Bibles distributed is exceedingly small, but this has 
been owing to the inability of the Managers to procure an edition of a 
sufficiently large type, the aged and the more illiterate finding the 
former copies of small print perplexing, and the Board thinking it pre- 
ferable to wait until this obstacle was removed, It would be desirable 
to open some negotiation with other charitable Societies to this end, 
as this would facilitate our object, and we could thus obtain a suitable 
edition of the Scriptures at less expense. 

3. As to the changes which have occurred in the Society by increase or 
decrease, We regret to state, that seventeen (17) members have re- 
signed since the last anniversary. Tive have died, and only seven 
have been added. Inthe year 1848, we numbered altogether forty- 
nine (49) Life Members; Annual Subscribers two hundred and sixteen 
(216) ladies, and twenty-four (24) gentlemen—which number through 
deaths and resignations is lessened by fifteen (15). As the Society 
proper consists of the female sex, we trust that they who were “ last 
at the cross and earliest at the grave” of the Redeemer will not prefer 
the institution of other Societies within our own borders, composed 
more generally of the uther sex, or consider them incompatible with 
their object in this, but that they will each endeavor to retain their 
peculiar and corporate honor, and not withdraw that sound influence 
and benevolence which it is here their privilege, and we trust, we 
may add, their pleasure to,exercise. Would it be too much to 
resolve, that each member of this Society be requested to obtain 
one member? We ask no more, believing this object to be within 
the scope of every individual of this body. Should this be resolved, 
(and let us now each for herself silently make the resolution) by 
the Divine blessing, if we meet again at the next anniversary, 
we shall find our number doubled. If any member has objections to 
the Society, that person, instead of withdrawing, should endeavor 
to amend our deficiencies, and if we err, we trust always to be 
accessible to reason and truth, and thus the objector may have the 
pleasure of rectifying whatever is perceived amiss, and profiting us by 
counsel and presence, instead of injuring our purpose by withdrawal 
or silence, or the statement of objections where they can be of little 
profit to our Society, viz: without to the multitude and the world. 
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The places where the Books and Tracts have been distributed, are as 
follows :—One dozen Prayer Books have been sent to Darlington, and 
twenty to Spartanburg. Copies also of the same invaluable work, 
Tracts and the Sailor’s Manual have been distributed to Aiken, An- 
derson, St. Stephens and the Church of the Holy Communion, Char- 
leston, Sullivan’s Island, Jacksonville, Georgia and California. The 
same works have also been distributed among the vessels, which leave 
our port. 

4. The last item required to be inserted in our report is the general 
condition of the Society. 

This includes its financial condition, which will appear from the 
Report of the Treasurer. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 





CR. 

Received from Annual Subscribers, : . ° - : - $156 00 
From sale of Books, - - - ae. - . . - 10 124 
Donation, ; - - - - - : - - - . 2 00 
Balance from last year, - - - - - - - - - 10 074 
$178 20 

DR. 

To amount paid Miller & Browne for printing Annual mapett, &e. $15 00 
ee 46 Mr. Miller for Prayer Books, - - - - 19 00 

a as Mr. Butler for Prayer Books and Tracts ay N. York, 122 42 

ae 46 Blank Book for Librarian, - - - - - 25 

v4 “ 4 quires Leiter Paper, - - . - 1 50 

" = Freight on a box and bundle of Tracts from New-York, 29 12 
$160 29 

Balance, ott - - . - 17 91 

$178 20 





It is gratifying to perceive by the report of the Treasurer, that our 
Society is not only free from debt, but with a balance of $17.91 in the 
Treasury, so that we commence our New Year free from all embar- 
rassment, and with a small surplus for present exigencies. It is to be 
regretted, however, that our Society has no permanent fund, but pos- 
sesses only a fluctuating income according to the number of its sub- 
scribers. Is there no member of this Society, who will remember us 
in their last Will and Testament? Is there no person of wealth with 
whom we are acquainted, whom we could induce at their decease, to 
bequeath us a donation? Let us bear this in mind, and may God 
prosper those, who use the opportunity in our behalf. 

It is a matter of rejoicing (we were going to say, but some may 
think it rather to the mortification of our Church, that the first indivi- 
dual who has remembered us in legacies is not of our Communion - 
It appears from an extract in a recent. number of the Philadelphia 
Bulletin, republished in the Charleston Courier, (and we are author- 








* Since this report was written, it has been ascertained that Mr. Hoff had latterly 
joined the Episcopal Church. . 
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ized by a relative of the deceased to say that the same is a true and 
accurate copy of the document,) it appears by the Will of the late 
John Hoff, a citizen of South-Carolina, and of the State of Pennsylva- 
nia, deceased, a few weeks since in Philadelphia, that the interest of 
$15,000 worth of Stock is left to his wife during her life time. After 
her death, he divides this capital among several public religious and 
other Societies—among which he bequeaths ($3000) three thousand 
dollars to the Bible Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church loca- 
ted at|Charleston, from the interest of which sum this association is 
annually to distribute Bibles. It appears from the language of this 
Will, that Mr. Hoff has not designated our body by its complete and 
full title, but that he evidently refers to this Society there can be no 
reasonable doubt. For he specifies the Bible Society, located at 
Charleston, and characterizes it as the Episcopal Bible Society. Now 
there has been but one Episcopal Bible Society to our knowledge that 
was ever organized in this city; for although there are other corporate 
bodies whose object is the distribution of the Word of God, and whose 
purpose is thus distinctly set forth in their title, yet they are all profes- 
sedly composed of members of different denominations, or of a Church 
either non-episcopal, or which does not assume as its public and distinc- 
tive name the Episcopal Church, or incorporate the fact of its being 
Episcopalian into its charter and appellative. Moreover, if any Episco- 
pal Bible Society was located in Charleston some years since, it is na- 
tural to suppose that the Testator referred to one in existence at the 
time of his decease, but if any such Societies were publicly organized in 
this metropolis some years ago, we know of no present traces of their 
existence, and hence this being the only Episcopal bible Society now 
in existence, to ourselves the Testator must necessarily have referred. 
We are perfectly aware, that some legal objections may be raised up- 
on the fact of a portion of our title being omitted in the Will of Mr. 
Hoff, but because we distribute also the Prayer Book and the Tract, 
we certainly do not cease to be an Episcopal Bible Society. Indeed, 
the Testator seems to have had this especial fact in mind at the tire 
that he wrote his Will; for he limits the interest of the capital be- 
queathed to the annual distribution of Bibles only. Nor can any ob- 
jection be raised upon the fact, that our Society is composed principal- 
of females, especially when it is understood that the Testator was 
of the Society of Friends, who allow our sex religious privileges, 
perhaps exceeding those of any other denomination, and objecting not 
to their office as public preachers, could scarcely oppose our silent 


distribution of the sacred volume. 
Lastly, we remark, that as the Testator specified in his Will a le- 


gacy of $3000-to the Methodist Bible Society of Charleston, and the 
same amount to the Baptist Bible Society, both of which are special 
denominations and societies in this city, there can be no doubt that the 
third to which he refers is that of this body. As a legacy has been 
been bequeathed by Mr. Hoff to the Methodist Bible Society, the only 
one besides ourselves which professes to be Episcopal, and could set 
up arival claim on the score of Episcopacy; there is therefore, no 
reasonable doubt, that this benevolent donation may be lawfully claim- 


ed as our own. 
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We have been thus particular in the interpretation of the letter of 
this Will, that our right to this legacy may be perceived by the mem- 
bers of this body, and as it may be questioned, and many years may 
elapse before the right of possession takes effect, (it being suspended 
until the decease of the Testator’s Widow, and it is possible many of 
us may pass away before this period,) we have thought these facts 
should be embodied in our annual report, that it may not escape the 
notice of those who succeed us, and that others following this good 
example, either by donations or legacies, should thus create a perma- 
nent fund that would secure in ages to come by the blessing of God, 
the perpetual distribution of his Word, and other profitable works. 
We know of no other fact of interest, worth communicating respecting 
the general condition of our Society. 

It appears that we have now reached twenty-two years of age—-a 
brief life-time for a man, and one still more ephemeral for a Society. 
We hope indeed, we are far from an old age, and that each member 
will endeavor to infuse new vigor and activity into our body, with 
prayer and good works, not despising “ this day of small things.” 

In conclusion, may we ask that each member of the Board of Mana- 

ers, or of the Society, would watch as far as in them lies, the effects . 
of the books distributed, that our Annual Report may not be as we 
regret, it sometimes is, bare statistics, instead of a history of past pro- 
ceedings—a dissertation, on what we all concede, the profit of the 
Bible, the Prayer-Book, and the Tract distributed. If we have By- 
laws let us adhere to them, and our report be prepared accordingly, 
but if we have so slender a material of facts : if no member can say, 
what soul has been illuminated, what error has been removed, what 
truth has found its way to the conscience, and what spirit been recalled 
from darkness to light, and from the fetters of the world to the “ glori- 
ous liberty of the children of God ;”’ to what are we to attribute this 
fact? Can any member of this Society mention a single individual 
converted through its agency? In the twenty-two years of its exist- 
ence—what good has it ever accomplished? Have all its funds, all 
its meetings and all its labors been invain? Are there no members 
of this body, who to this hour never yet offered a prayer in its behalf? 
What record can we show of practical good resulting? That we have 
been remiss in many particulars, in our association, few perhaps can 
deny; that we could accomplish more, and that if vigilant, we might 
now and then have some pleasing incident of spiritual good accom- 
plished to relate at their anniversaries, all we believe will admit. Let 
us trust that each member of this body will endeavor to provoke each 
other to good works; that they will watch the hand of God upon their 
labors—treasure up the incidents of good or ill, which our dissemina- 
ted publications meet, and hand them in to the Board of Managers be- 
fore our annual meeting. We shall then be enabled to infuse new 
vigor into these anniversaries, to recognise the special providence of 
God, over this body: to perceive the lessons he would teach us, to 
ascertain the field most appropriate for our work, while we are re- 
freshed by the tidings of progress, and our sympathies exerted in 
behalf of -individuals unto whom we have silently preached the good 
news of salvation. We trust there are many who pray for us, but are 
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there many who watch? ‘“ Watch and pray” is the private duty of 
every Christian, and our obligation as officers and members of this 
Society. Let us up and be doing. The night cometh when no man 
can work. While we work, let us watch, and join together vigilance 
and prayer, so shall we be able to see the effect and operation of our 
laws, the movement of our system, what is to be retained, what re- 
moved, and what amended. So shall the watchful eye perceive the 
answer of our petitions, and the cloud that rises out of the sea, though 
it be not larger than a man’s hand, whichfor good or ill, God raiseth 
in our midst. Unto Him we commend all our labors, and though we 
cannot discern the effects our Society has hitherto accomplished, and 
we never shall perceive its entire influence unto the last day, we 
must abide in faith, and quietly wait at all times upon the promise of 
our God, And now concluding this brief review of our past year, we 
would invite each member present to join with us in that appropriate 
prayer of the Pslamist, “‘ Show thy servants thy work, and their chil- 
dren thy glory, and the glorious majesty of the Lord our God be upon 
us: Prosper Thou the work of our hand upon us. O prosper thou our 
handy work.” Ps. xc. 17. 





—o— 


REPORT OF THE MISSION AT ST. STEPHEN’S CHAPEL, CHARLESTON. 
To the Bishop of South- Carolina. 


Rt. Rev. Father in God,---I beg leave to present you with my 
second report-—the first semi-annual report, the former one being for 
two months only. Since the first of January, there have been held 
one hundred and eighty-three (183) services. Three services were 
held on Sunday from January to the 1st of June; the service at night 
being accompanied by an extemporaneous lecture on the Gospel of 
St. John in course. ‘This lecture, (the night service having been dis- 
continued on account of the heat) is now transferred to Friday even- 
ing. With the beginning of Lent a daily service was commenced, 
which is still continued, viz: a service on the mornings of Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday; and the evenings of Monday and Friday.—- 
Wednesday evening is occupied by aservice conducted by the Bishop, 
or others appointed by him. The hours of Divine service in the week 
are now 10 A. M. and 6 P. M. except Wednesday, when it is at 8 P.M. 

Since the lst of November upwards of 620 visits have been made 
by myself, chiefly to the poor and the sick, besides those by my As- 
sistant. The holy Communion has been administered in private 16 
times. It is now administered in the Chapel on the second and last 
Sundays of every month. The number of communicants has increased, 
these being now 110. Among these I do not reckon several, who are 
temporarily absent, but whose return may be doubtiul. 

Lectures have been given for several weeks to a class preparing for 
Confirmation. About 15 are expected to be confirmed. A spirit of 
deep seriousness pervades the class, and it is believed that all of them 
will shortly become communicants. 

The Sunday School has doubled in numbers. A very estimable 
and efficient corps of teachers aids me in this good work——all of them 
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communicants of the Church, but four of them belonging to St. Mich- 
ael’s. To their laborious and faithful efforts, | am (under God) much 
indebted, both for the prosperous state of the school, and of the con- 
gregation, since many parents have followed their children to the 
Chapel. There are now 13 teachers and 100 scholars. I am, how- 
ever, much in want of two more male teachers. 

The financial affairs of the Chapel are not very prosperous. The 
collections at the doors have fallen short of the expenses. 

The Day School still needs contributions for its support. The la- 
borious teacher receives but an inadequate compensation. The Or- 
phan Fund too is nearly exhausted. 

The other school-room has been loaned to a lady, who is to open a 
school for small boys, under my general supervision, but at her own 
risk. If it succeeds it may be equally useful with the girl’s school.—— 
Contributions in aid of either school will be gladly received. 

Donations in money or clothing are still solicited for the benefit of 
the poor. I could easily, without the least imprudence or extrava- 
gance employ two or three times the amount placed in my hands for 
this purpose. In many instances children might be rescued from idle- 
ness and Sabbath-breaking, and the aged and poor brought to church, 
by a judicious donation of clothing, had I the means of giving it— 
while now they remain away, from the impossibility of otherwise ma- 
king a decent appearance. 

Under this and many other disadvantages, however, the congega- 
tion has steadily increased. Nearly every seat on the lower floor is 
now ordinarily occupied, and more gentlemen than formerly take 
their places in the gallery, though the number there is not large. 

The number of baptisms has been 24; of marriages, 5, and of buri- 
als, 10. 

Reviewing the results of the past six month, as far as now apparent, 
we have great reason to thank God and take courage. Several per- 
sons, especially among the young, have given good evidence of re- 
pentence towards God and faith in Christ, and some who have spent 
many years in open sin, have been melted down at the foot of the 
cross. Our labors have been extended in some instances by special 
request, to those till lately profligate and abandoned, and we trust not 
without a blessing. For, whatever success has attended our efforts, 
let the glory be given to Him, without whom nothing good can be 
done; while we are but too painfully conscious, that more earnest 
prayer and greater zeal and faithfulness might have brought down a 
much larger blessing on our work. Begging the continued prayers of 
all, who are interested in the mission, and the contributions of all, 
whom God has blessed with the means, 

l remain your humble servant in the Church, 


CRANMORE WALLACE. 


Charleston, July 2d, 1849. 
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REPORT OF THE MISSIONARY OF ST. JOHN’S CHAPEL, CHARLESTON 
NECK. 


To the Bishop of South-Carolina : 
CuarLesTon, July 7th, 1849. 


Rt. Rev. and Dear Sir,-—I beg leave to lay before you and the 
Board, the following semi-annual report, due by meas Missionary of 
St. John’s Chapel, Hampstead, Charleston Neck. I have solemnized 
7 marriages, viz: 1 white and 6 colored; baptized 25---7 white chil- 
dren, 2 colored adults, and 16 children; buried 24---11 white adults, 
and 9 children ; 2 colored adults, and two children. The Bishop con- 
firmed a white member on her death bed. 

Divine service has been held twice on every Lord’s day; once on 
every Saturday, during Passion week, on Monday and Tuesday in 
Whitsun week, and on Ascension day. ‘The Lord’s Supper has been 
administered on the third Sunday of each month, also on Whit and 
Trinity Sundays. The children have been catechised on every second 
Sunday immediately after Divine service in the morning. 

The Sunday School for white and colored children, under the su- 
perintendent and six other teachers has been held on every Sunday 
morning before service ; and that for colored adults and children in 
the evening, after service. I am gratified to state, that our congrega- 
tion have succeeded in obtaining the services of an organist. | 

I take this opportunity to return our thanks to the friend who pre- 
sented us with carpeting for the chancel and pulpit, and to the ladies 
who kindly arranged it. 

I have continued to hold service once every week at the Poor House, 
and to give catechical instruction once a week tosome adults inmates 
of the same institution. Visits have been made daily, to two colored 
persons in the gaol, convicted of murder ; from the time of their sen- 
tence, to the day of their execution; when I attended them to the 
scaffold. I found those convicts very deficient in religious instruction, 
ignorant of the commandments, the Apostle’s creed, and knowing but 
little of the Lord’s prayer. During the early part of my visits they 
were much overpowered by the devil, the one having no regard for 
the truth, and the other fully bent on withholding it. It afforded me 
satisfaction to witness in both a gradual willingness to speak the truth. 


The following sums have been received : 


From St. Philip’s communion alms, ............------. $30 
From the Bishop for two persons,........-------..---- 19 
From St. John’s communion alms, .............-..... 43 41 


the suggestion of the Bishop in his address at the last 

Diocesan Convention, 

aanen from Chapel Remmiiee- - -- - -< «+ dewiivn- 2 sh 95. an» 8 
Fourth of the amount collected at Grace Church, at the ) 7 

Sunday School anniversary, received thro’ Mr.Sass, § 


Amount of a collection made on Whitsunday, through 
5 
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The sum collected on Whitsunday has been presented to the Char- 
leston Female Bible, Prayer Book and Tract Society, as our mite 
towards the promotion of their good cause, and that of the anniversary 
collection appropriated to the designed object. 

The above is respectfully submitted, with the request, that you will 


continue to remember us in your prayers. 
Yours, &c. 
ALEX, W. MARSHALL. 


errno OOO Me — 


IAVY PU BhICATICINS. 


Sketches of Old Virginia *Family Servants. With a Preface, by 
Bishop Meade. 1847. In this little book, there is so much, that brings 
to view scenes and reminiscences of our ‘“‘ own native land;” and of 
indirect vindication of ‘the South” against ignorance and prejudice, 
and passion, and of profitable suggestion, that we are sure the ex- 
tracts we make will be acceptable to our readers. We regret a few 
incautious statements, which we shall briefly notice. 

In the preface we read, “ Many will doubtless be surprised to find 
that there was so much intelligence as well as piety in some ofthe old 
servants of Virginia; and that they learned to read the Scriptures, so 
as to be useful in this way among their fellow servants. It is, and 
always has been true, in regard to the servants of the Southern States, 
that although public schools may have been prohibited, yet no inter- 
ference has been attempted, where the owners have chosen to teach 
their servants, or permit them to learn in a private way, how to read 
God’s word. Accordingly there always have been some who were 
thus taught. In the more Southern States, the number of these has 
most abounded. Of this fact, I became well assured about thirty 
years since, when visiting the Atlantic States, with a view to the for- 


colonists for Africa. { In the city of Charleston, South-Carolina, I 





mation of auxiliary “(in the societies, and the selection of the first - 


found more intelligence and character among the free colored popu- 
lation, than any where else. ‘The same was true of some of those in 
bondage. A respectable number might be seen in certain parts of the 
Episcopal churches which I attended, using their prayer-books, and 
joining in the responses of the Church.) Many purposes of conveni- 
ence and hospitality were subserved bf this encouragement of culti- 
vation in some of the servants, on the part of the owners. When tra- 
velling many years since with a sick wife, and two female relatives, 
from Charleston to Virginia, at a period of the year when many of the 
families from the country resort to town for health, we were kindly 
urged to call at the seat of one of the first families in South-Carolina, 
and a letter from the mistress, then inthe city, was given to us, to her 
servant, who had charge of the house in the absence of the family. On 
reaching there and delivering the letter to a most respectable lookin 

female servant, who immediately read it, we were kindly welcomed 
and entertained, during a part of two days, as sumptuously as though 
the owner had been present. We understood that it was no uncom- 
mon thing in South-Carolina, for travellers to be thus entertained by 
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the servants in the absence of the owners, on receiving letters from the 
same.” 

The baptizing of the young and not the mature only, was the good 
old custom. Mr.N. president of the King’s council and his wife, * (the 
lady) stood as sponsors fur those poor benighted creatures ; eiving 
the Christian name of “ Bella,” to our young negress. Doubtless 
the prayer of faith went up through Christ, that in due time their eyes 
might be opened, aud that all those who had promised and vowed for 
them might be faithful to their trust. Bella was at this time about 16 
years of y years of age; her face was tattooed on both sides, and she 
was an object of peculiar interest to her owners. As soon as she could 
understand and speak English, her kind mistress began to teach her 
as she would a little child, that God made her and all the world ; that 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, died for her; that she was born in sin, 
a child of wrath, and that in her was no good thing; that she must re- 
pent and forsake sin.” .. ‘* Among the colored race in lower Virginia 
there are many servants of the living God. They have family prayers, 
and are anxious to have their children receive religious instruction ; 
taking care to train them in better habits and stricter principles, than 
is usual with servants elsewhere.” . .‘‘ [t was pleasant to hear old Lucy 
tell of the good old times. She spoke with great affection of the ‘dear 
old master Rosewell. He always sent for ‘God’s minister to put his 
blessing upon the children of the plantation as soon as they were old 
enough ; and, my dear, I have always had it done to all my grand- 
children. One died without it, but I know it went to heaven, because 
Christ died for it, and said, ‘ suffer little children to come to me,’ but 
I did not feel satisfied in my own mind, for | had neglected my duty.’ 
“ Immersion she did not believe essential to salv ation, and it is proba- 
ble she was baptized in infancy, as that was the custom among the old 
Virginia families. Aunt Lucy had been living in the same spot for 
the last forty years; and nothing could induce her to change, even for 
a better, that house where she had known so much ‘ joy and peace in 
believing.’ She always said, ‘No, I don’t want any change, this is 
good enough, till 1 go to my ‘ house eternal in the heavens.’ ’-...-.-.- 
‘‘ Mammy was very remarkable for honesty and faithfulness in all 
things, and truly did she try to serve her heavenly Master; but as she 
never experienced what is know as ‘ conversion’ by her class, she never 
became a Baptist, which is the communion they all belong to in Vir- 
ginia ; and she went sorrowing all her days. Whole nights have [ 
known her pass on her knees. As she staid in her room with us, | 
would often see her in the attitude of prayer; and her unpressed bed 
would prove that she had been all night trying to ‘ seek’ acceptably. 
That she was a child of God, though thus walking in darkness, none 
who knew her ever doubted; and should any who may read this little 
wigs regret that she lost the privilege of baptism; to those we would 

, that j in infancy she had been admitted into the visible church, by 
re rector of York Hampton parish---that being the custom of her 
master’s family.”....‘“ The last hours of her life were employed in 
prayer, a meeting for that purpose having been held in her daughter’s 
house. Most earnestly was she engaged, and remained on her knees 


after others had good night and departed. lt is supposed that she 
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went into the house, to see if all things were as they should be; and 
one who knew her well remarked that she died inthe discharge of her 
duty.’ [She was found dead in her master’s house.] ‘I doubt not this 
sudden call was in mercy to her fears. Other instances there are, of 
those who ‘being in bondage from fear of death have been remov- 
ed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,’ to the mansions prepared 
for them in their Father’s house. Oh may I, and all who hear of my dear 
old Mammy, so live, ‘that at the evening time there may be light.’ 
Amen.’’. .‘‘ Beck was the child of one of those who had been baptized 
and catechized, according to the rites of the Episcopal Church, by the 
venerable grandmother of her master, whose attention to the spiritual 
wants of her servants has been told to her descendants of the fourth 
and fifth generation, for theirimitation, And the servants of those fa- 
milies are still pleased when they can get their infants baptized by 
an Episcopal minister.” 

Pleased, much pleased with the tone of these ‘ Sketches,” and with 
many of the incidents and sentiments, there are several sentences which 
would prevent our recommending the book in an unqualified manner, 
and to these we now briefly advert; page 9, we are told “ of the low 
state of religion inthe Episcopal Church, at the time,” and in page 13, 
‘*Old Parson Yates, whether he was a man after God’s own heart, 
doing the work of an evangelist, or whether he profaned his sacred 
calling, as too many did for filthy lucre’s sake, we have no means of 
ascertaining.’ The case may be as here stated and insinuated, but 
why should the present generation cast a slur on their fathers, or on 
the older clergy. Cuibono? The Rev. Dr. Hawkes’ History of Vir- 
ginia presents a more favorable picture of the old generations clerical 
and lay. The interest they manifested for the spiritual welfare of 
their slaves---the having them baptized and trained in the Church, is 
at least a deduction from the “looseness”’ with which they are charged, 
The baptizing of a young African at the “‘ beginning” of her religious 
life, does not appear to us “‘a hasty baptism.” As respects an adult 
born in America, delay might have been proper ; but, Bella, so young, 
and just from Africa, might well have beeu regarded as in a state of 
infancy, and therefore a proper subject for “infant baptism.” Altho’ 
thus baptized we read, p. 20, “ With her master’s permission she 
united herself to the Baptist communion, and never did she bring 
reproach on her Christian profession.” Tis was all wrong. Sucha 
concession to error and schism, does, indeed, look as if Church prin- 
ciple and practice were in a “low state.” Betsey’s mistress thought 
more correctly, for we read ‘this baptism (by the Baptists) seemed at 
the time a startling offence, and she severely reproved her for it, but 
allowed her the free exercise of her opinions and rights, such as they 
were.” . 

The following opinions (to say the least) appear to us too broad, and 
too low; they ought to have been guarded, at least, from misappre- 
hension: Her mistress “soon found that though not one of the dear 
old church to whichshe and all her family belonged, she was a mem- 
ber of the ‘ Holy Church Universal,’ for her life proved that she had 
been ‘taught of God.’”” And p. 56, ‘‘ All who could clustered around 
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to hear the word of life; all felt it a privilege to ‘ eat of that bread’ 
with them; but true to ‘her church,’ she stood while we knelt, and 
the servant of God with his precious memorials passed on; but shall 
I say that she did not spiritually ‘ eat of that bread and drink of that 
eup,’---I trust she did.” —_—Is it ¢mmaterial, by whom one is haptizes, 
and whether we partake of the bread and wine, or eat sperztually ? (as 
the Quakers say they do.) The pious author, who isa member of the 
Church, could not intended to have said so much. 

«“ The Church was for merly a tebacco factory, and was purchased by 
the gentlemen of Richmond, for their servants to worship in; and they 
have the services of a white minister, who is worthy the trust reposed 
in him.” We trust the minister was of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
but we are not informed. If not, ought not our ‘ black people’ to be in- 
vited to prefer the pastors of our Church and of their maaters and mis- 
tresses? We are told p.124, when that (the sacrament of baptism) is not 
done, the owners have their infant slaves “ prayed for, and the name 
them.” This is a peculiarity, whether at that time only, or still con- 
tinued, we know not. We have never heard, or read of any such cus- 
tom in Christendom. Whenever and wherever introduced, it is a 
novelty-- a marked departure from’ Church doctrine, and worship, 
It appears to us a concession to those who reject ‘ infant baptism’—as 
a human substitute for a Divine ordinance—a note of disapprobation, 
at least, should have been inserted by our pious Church-author. 


Scenes ina Clergyman’s Life. By Rev. C. B. Taylor, author of 
“ Lady Mary,” “ Mark Wilton,” “ Margaret, or the Pearl,” §c.— 
Those who admire the writings of this author, and approve his theolo- 
gy, (among which number we cannot include ourselves,) will welcome 
another volume from his pen; a volume which derives additional inter- 
est from being the actual record of the writer’s experience. We have 
no right to find fault with Mr. Taylor, because his pastoral teachin 
accords with his own religious views ; but we wish that he had referr- 
ed more frequently to the doctrines and teaching of the Prayer Book, 
and less to the “System of the Establishment.’”’ This we consider a 
serious defect; there are many, however, who will judge very differ- 
ently, and we commend the velume to their perusal. At fussell’s. 


The Double Witness of the Church. By the Rev. Wm. Ingraham 
Kip.—The value of Mr. Kip’s work may be judged from the fact, that 
within five years from its first publication, a fourth edition has been 

called for; its character will be best described in the extract from F. 
W. Faber, which serves as a motto for the title page. “It may be well 
then, old and trite as the subject is, to say a few words on some of 
those features of our Church, which bear at once a double witness 
against Rome, on the one hand, or mere Protestant congregations on 
the other. Happy for Mr. Faber had he kept that via media which he 
could so well point out to others! But so true it is that as Cecil says, 
‘Man is a creature of extremes—the middle path is generally the wise 
path ; but there are few wise enough to find it.’” We cannot con- 
clude our hasty notice better, than in the words of Mr. Kip himself, in 
the preface to this fourth edition, “Once more then, he sends it forth 
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on its way, with the earnest prayer that it may not only strengthen the 
Churchman in his faith, but may also prove useful to some among 
those, who, in an age of doubt and skepticism, are ‘sounding on their 
dim and perilous way.’”” At Russell’s. 


Questions on the Book of Genesis. Part I. Chapters1--12. N. York. 
General Prot. Episcopal Sunday School Union.—The utility of Ques- 
tions like these upon the Books of Scripture, as guides to Teachers, 
cannot be deubted. The Questions on the New Testament, put forth 
by the Episcopal Sunday School Union, have been widely used, and 
received with general favor. The present work is of the same char- 
acter. Itis prepared by a Presbyter of New-York,eminently qualified 
for the undertaking. The questions are of such a character as to ex- 
plain and enforce the right meaning of Holy Scripture, and in harmo- 
ny with the teachings ofthe Church. We heartily commend it for the 
use of the Bible Classes and Sunday Schools. The plan may be more 
clearly understood by the following preparatory note :—— 

In preparing the following Questions and Notes, it has been the de- 
sign of the author to explain and illustrate the Sacred Text so that it 
may be easily understood ; and to develope the doctrines and precepts 
set forth therein, in accordance with other parts of the Holy Volume, 
and the teachings of the Church in her Offices, Catechism, Liturgy, 
and Articles. Hence constant reference has been made to the paral- 
lel passages of Scriptnre, and to such as bear upon the various subjects ; 
and also to the formularies of the Church. 

The Questions for which answers and references are not given, can 
be answered from the text; or are of such a character as at once to 
suggest the answer to a Christian of ordinary intelligence. 

The Notes are designed primarily for the Teacher. It is expected 
that he will make himself familiar with the explanations which are 
given therein, and communicate the same orally to his scholars. It is 
also important that the Teacher carefully look out and study the sev- 
eral passages referred to, both in Holy Scripture and in the Book of 
Common Prayer. 

This part contains twenty-two Lessons, and will suffice for six 
months’ instruction in a Sunday School or weekly Catechetical Class, 
allowing an occasional day for review. 

May God grant His blessing to this effort to extend the knowledge 
of His truth, for His Son’s sake !— Banner of Cross. At A. E. Miller’s. 


We have received from the publishers, Messrs. Stanford & Swords, 
“ The Church Chant Book ; designed to facilitate the practice of Chant- 
ing in Churches and the private devotional circle; comprising a large 
and varied selection of Chant tunes in the Gregorian and modern 
modes adapted to the ordinary services of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church: with an introduction and instructions, relative to the mode of 
performance. Written, arranged, and in part composed by the Rey. 
William Staunton.” 

In our next, we will take some further notice of it. In the mean 
time, would recommend it to consideration of those interested in the 


subject. 




















164 Macaulay’s History of England. { Aug. 


Sb sCPLON Sa. 


MACAULAY’S HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
From the Louisville Journal. 


We commend it to the attention Mr. Macaulay’s admirers. 

‘* But as the Church which the good King Josiah reformed, was the 
same Church which Moses had conducted through the wilderness, so 
the Church which Cranmer and Ridley reformed was the same which 
apostolic men had planted in Britain, and which had furnished its il- 
lustrious martyrs to the rage of heathen persecutors.” It suits Mr. 
Macauley’s purpose utterly to ignore this plain and simple fact, and 
to talk about the compromise from which the Church of England 
sprang, and by which she is madeto occupy ‘a middle position be- 
tween the Churches of Rome and Geneva.” 

It does not seem even to have entered into the mind of this in- 
genious advocate, that there is such a thing in religion as truth—TRUTH, 
substantive positive, distinct and unchangable. Had this simple idea 
occured to our philosophic historian, he would doubtless have given 
to it avery prominent place among the very fine theorics and impos- 
ing generalizations with which his work abounds. He might then 
have shown how it was possible for this truth to be, at various times, 
in the middle, between opposing systems, not because it sprung from 
a compromise between conflicting errors, but because men of different 
minds, and acting under varied circumstances had departed from this 
truth in opposite directions. Whatever opinion may be entertained 
of the success of their effort, it was certainly the purpose and inten- 
tion of the Anglican reformers to rest in the multiplicity of that im- 
mutable truth which Christ had revealed, which the early Church had 
professed, and which had never ceased to be witnessed to the world 
in divinely instituted forms, but from which the great body of Chris- 
tian people had lamentably departed in one direction. 

The famous challenge of Bishop Jewell affirms distinctly the prin- 
ciple of the English Reformation. After enumerating the various ar- 
ticles in which the Church of Rome had departed from the ancient 
faith and discipline, he declares: ‘‘ If any man alive be able to prove 
any of these articles by any one clear or plain clause or sentence, 
either of the Scriptures, or of the old Doctors, or any old General 
Council, or by any example of the Primitive Church, [ promise that 
I will go over and subscribe unto him.” Cranmer, in his latest and 
best considered work, declares that the Reformers “ follow the first 
Church of the Apostles, which was most pure and incorrupt ; but the 
Papists have clearly varied from the usage and examples of that 
Church, and have invented new devices of their own brains, and will 
in no wise be content to follow the Primitive Church; and yet they 
would have others to follow their Church utterly varying and dissent- 
ing from the first most goodly Church.”’---Defence of the true and Ca- 
tholic Doctrine, Sc. Book 5th, chap. 18. 

Mr. Macaulay represents Cranmer as holding, in his alleged charac- 
ter of founder of the English Church, certain opinions which were 
made the basis of the constitntion of that Church. These opinions 
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were, that “there was no distinction between bishops and priests ;” 
that “the king was the spiritual as well as the temporal chief of the 
nation. In both capacities, his highness must have lieutenants. [t was 
unnecessary there should be any imposition of hands. The king might 
make a priest; and the priest so made needed no ordination what- 
ever. These opinions Cranmer followed out to their ligitimate con- 
sequences. He held that his own spiritual functions, like the secular 
functions of the chancellor and treasurer, were at once determined by 
a demise ofthe crown. When Henry died, therefore, the archbishop 
and his suffragans took out fresh commissions.” 

The gist of the above statement is, that these opinions were the ma- 
tured and settled convictions of Cranmer, and that they formed the basis 
of the English Reformation. The writer of historical fiction always 
has a certain modicum of truth, as the foundation upon which the sto- 
ry rests. The art of the writer is shewn in making a great deal of use 
of a very little material. What now is the authority of the pretended 
historian for this unqualified and comprehensive statement ? 

ist. The answers of Cranmer very modestly expressed, to certain 
questions proposed to him and others in the very beginning of the 
Reformation, when he was just learning to feel his way out of the 
darkness of the former superstition. Ofsome of these opinions, Bur- 
net, Macaulay’s authority, declares that ‘‘these are the very dregs of 
Popery.” It was one of the favorite arts of the Pontiffs to degrade the 
Episcopate for the purpose of agrandizing the Papacy. It was no 
wonder therefore, that the Reformers continued for some time to use 
the language which had been made common by the courtly style of 
those who were seeking for preferment, And, in reference to the 
whole of these opinions, Burnet further says: ‘‘ In Cranmer’s paper, 
some singular opinions of his, about the nature of ecclsiastical offices, 
will be found; but, as they are delivered with all possible modesty, 
so they were not established as the doctrine of the Church, but laid aside 
as particular conceits of his own, and it seems that afterwards he changed 
his opinion; for he subscribed the book that was soon after set out, 
which rs directly contrary to those opinions set down in these papers.’’— 
Burnet p. 1 B. 3. p, 455. Here then, we find Mr. Macaulay, in the true 
spirit of interested partizanship, not only departing from his authority, 
but falsifying that authority directly in the most material part of the 
statement. The little merceau of evidence about the opinions which 
Cranmer once ventured diffidently to express, but which are in direct 
opposition to the Prelate‘s life, constitutes the entire foundation for 
the theory of Mr. Macaulay’s “ History of England.” 

2d. But “ Cranmer followed out these opinions ;” for, “when Henry 
died, the archbishop and his suffragans took out fresh commissions,” 
Again the historian garbles and distorts his authority. In that author- 
ity is this pregnant addition: ‘This was only done by reason of the 
present juncture ;” “ but this was afterwards judged too heavy a yoke, 
and therefore the new bishops that were made by this King (Edward) 
were not put under it ; and so Ridley, when made Bishop of London, 
Bonner’s room, was not required to take out any such commission.” — 
Burnet, p. 2, B..1. p. 8. Allowing the worst possible construction to 
the fact of taking out these commissions, which are we bound to regard 


as the deliberate opinion of Cranmer? that upon which he was in- 
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duced to act at a very peculiar juncture, and upon a pressing exigen- 
cy, before the Reformation was fairly begun, or that principle, upon 
which he maturely and advisedly settled the Law of the English Church? 
But not a hint of this subsequent and well considered decision and 
action of Cranmer and his associates is found in the pages of Macaulay. 
What now may we think of the fairness and impartiality of the historian? 
But the act of taking out these commissions does not at all involve the 
consequences deduced from it by this writer. There is a distinction 
familiar to every sciolist in ecclesiastical affairs, between “ order’’ and 
“jurisdiction.” Order is the spiritual power derived by ordination 
from Christ, the Head of the Church. Jurisdiction is the right to ex- 
ercise this spiritual power in a particular place or diocese. By reason 
of the connection between the Church and the State in England, juris- 
diction is there derived from the Crown. In this country jurisdiction 
comes from an election by the people. But there are analogous cases 
even here to the English practice. The spiritual power of a priest 
comes from his ordination. But the right to act as a Chaplain in the 
Navy and to receive the pay of that office, is given by a commission 
from the President of the United States. 

Let us now see what Cranmer, says himself, about the source of the 
ministerial power in the Church :—‘ The ministration of God’s word, 
which our Lord Jesus Christ did first institute, was derived from the 
Apostles unto others after them by imposition of hands and giving of 
the Holy Ghost, from the Apostles’ times to our days. This was the 
consecration, orders and unction of the Apostles, whereby they at the 
beginning make bishops and priests; and this shall continue in the 
Church even to the world’s end.”—Lrom Cranmer’s Sermon on Keys, 
quoted by Massing berd. 

Many other passages like to the foregoing, are to be found in Cran- 
mer’s later and best considered writings. 

I have thus examined and exposed the misrepresentations of Mr. 
Macaulay, in this one point, at the beginning of his book, because this 
very perversion of historic truth is really the foundation of the whole 
work, and the exposure of it furnishes the clue to the spirit in which 
all that succeeds is written. I could go on from chapter to chapter, 
and exhibit this spirit manifesting itself in the like form of gross and 
wilful misrepresentation and detraction, in regard to the Church at 
every possible opportunity. Butthat which I have now, shown, toge- 
ther with the corresponding exposure of this author on another point, 
by the editor of the Journal, is enough to destroy the credit of this 


history for truthfulness. 





=< 
REASONS FOR A DIOCESAN PAPER. 


Any thoughful observer must be sensible that some channel of com- 
munication has become not only desirable, but necessary. The sparse- 
ness of population in a large part of Maryland, and consequent distance 
of the Clergy from each other, makes its impracticable for them, fre- 
quently to hold any thing like general intercourse. Some medium of 
communication, therefore, is demanded. Our Bishop has more than 
once told us, that he has seen and felt these peculiar wants of his dio- 
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cese, and he has recommended the support of the paper, for which 
these remarks are penned, ip order, if possible, to suppiy these wants 
insome degree. He hopes, as we have been led to suppose that if the 
diocesan paper be made, as he wishes, a general and particular intelli- 
gencer, and an organ of mutual communion and communication, the 
diocese at large may be thereby benefited and prospered. Surely, 
this isno unreasonable expectation! And proportionally is it reason- 
able that every loyal member of the diocese should contribute his part 
to its fulfilment. Wecan all of us, of the Clergy, but even more so 
our brethren of the Laity, help in this good work. A little exertion 
on the part of individuals is all that is needed, We must not be con- 
tented, as is too much the custom of Maryland churchmanship, with 
hearty good wishes and strong expressions of approbation. What is 
needed is action. Some of us can contribute intelligence of parochial 
doings, sectional interests, hindrances or furtherances of diocesan con- 
cerns. Others may furnish a word of suggestion, or counsel, or admo- 
nition. All can increase the circulation of the paper by taking it them- 
selves, and urging subscription to it on their fellow Churchmen, asa 
duty, in view of the common interests. For doing all this, the pros- 
perity of the diocese is a sufficient motive.—Church Times. 





~— 
BISHOP OF NEW-JERSEY, LAST ADDRESS. 


An Extract from it. 


lL have great pleasure in adding to the list of Parsonage Houses, 
those of Grace Church, Newark; and St. Peter’s, Morristown. There 
are now eighteen in the diocese. 

The experience of another year has amply confirmed the convic- 
tion, so often expressed, of the great value of St. Mary’s Hall and 
Burlington College, as homes of Christian education, to the country, 
and to the Church. They have re-opened, for another year, and have 
already collected more than two hundred and fifty children. In all 
that goes to make up education, physical, intellectual, moral and spi- 
ritual, their present condition fully realizes my highest expectations. 
They are commended to your prayers, dear brethren, that, so far, as 
shall depend on them, “ our sons may grow up as the young plants, 
and our daughters may be as the polished corners of the temple.” 

Dear brethren, it is the Ember week throughout the Christian 
world, the hearts of holy men are teeming, at this time, with suppli- 
cations for the ministry of souls, Let us unite our prayers with theirs, 
that, not only all, “‘ who are to be called to any office and administra- 
tion in the same,” but we, ourselves, and all who have been, may be 
so replenished with truth of doctrine, and so endued with innocency 
of life, that we may faithfully serve before Him, to the glory of His. 
great name, and the benefit of His holy Church. It is the annual 
commemoration, in all the courts of Christendom, of that great Pen- 
tecostal feast, at which the Holy Ghost came down from God, to dwell 
with men. Let us beseech Him, still, to teach the hearts of His faith- 
ful people, ‘‘ by sending to them the light of His Holy Spirit; that 
we might have a right judgment in all things, and evermore rejoice 
in His holy comfort.” It is the eve of that great feast, when Christi- 
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ans, everywhere acknowledge and adore the Unity of the Trinity, the 
Trinity in Unity. Let us, with one consent, pour out our prayers, 
that he may “ keep us steadfast in this faith, and evermore defend us,’ 
and His Church, ‘from all adversity,’ 

Dearly beloved in the Lord, in the years that I have gone in 
and out among you, as your servant for Jesus’ sake, I have desired, 
at times like this, by arts and arguments, which I have sought from 
Grod, to stir your hearts und mine, to deeper purposes, and higher 
aspirations, in the great work which we have all in hand, from Christ, 
for the extension of his Gospel, and the edification of His Church; 
and, that I might the deeper feel my office, and your own, I have 
endeavored so to speak to you, as a dying man should speak to dying 
men. ut, in the year just past, this solemn posture has been well 
nigh realized. Ihave felt upon my brow the damp and shade of death. 
! bear in my body the scars and bruises of the grave. May it be for 
chastisement, in the subjection of my spirit more entirely to the law of 
Christ; and for admonition to greater earnestness, and more entire 
devotion to the Master’s work! May we all be more engaged, more 
vigilant, more faithful, emptier of self, more filled with the Spirit, far- 
ther from the world, and nearer to the Cross. “ Whatsoever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, 
nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave whither thou goest.” ‘Bless- 
ed are those servants, whom the Lord, when He cometh, shall find 
watching ” Grorce W. Doane. 


Riverside, Wednesday in Whitsun-weel:, 1849. 


DANIO OE III IN 


PONTRY. 


FROM THE MISSIONARY. 
“STAND, AS AN ANVIL, WHEN IT IS BEATEN UPON.” 
St. Ignatius to St. Polycarp—both Martyrs. 


‘¢ Stand, like an auvil,”’ when the stroke 
Of stalwart men falls fierce and fast : 

Storms but more deeply root the oak, 
Whose brawny arms embrace the blast. 


“ Stand, like an anvil,” when the sparks 
Fly far and wide, a fiery shower : 

Virtue and ‘ruth must still be marks, 
Where malice proves its want of power. 


‘¢ Stand, like an anvil,’ when the bar 
Lies, rec and glowing, on its breast: 
Duty shall be lite’s leading star, 
And conscious innocence, its rest. 


‘¢ Stand, like an anvil,’”’ when the sound 
Of ponderous hammers pains the ear : 

Thine, but the still and stern rebound 
Of the great heart, that cannot fear. - 


‘¢ Stand, like an anvil.” Noise and heat 
Are born of earth, and die with time. 
The soul, like God, its source and seat, 


Is solemn, still, serene, sublime. 
G. W.D. 


Riverside, St. Barnabas’ Day, 1849. 





ae % ‘ 
om *e eee. 








1849. | Religious Intelligence. 169 


RAGLLIGLOWS LIVE LLICANCGw. 


Monthly Missionary Lecture.—That for July was by the Bishop of 
the Diocese. The amount collected was $13.65. 

Journal of the Bishop of the Diocese—Extracts from it.—April 30th, 
Monday.—In St. John’s Parish, uppér part, at the plantation of Thos. 
Porcher, Esq., “ Evening prayer” was said by the Assistant Minister, 
Rev. C. P. Gadsden, an adult baptized by the Rector, Rev. W. Dehon, 
and I, after preaching, confirmed 15 servants. 

May 1st, St. Philip’s and St. James’ day.—At Pineville, in St. Ste- 
phen’s Chapel, after “Morning prayer” by the Assistant, and the 
Ante-communion by the Rector, I preached, confirmed 3 white per- 
sons, and made an address. The congregation was much larger than 
is usual on a week-day in any of our parishes. After ‘“ Evening Pray- 
er” by the Rector, I administered Confirmation to 2 persons of color, 
and made a short address. 

May 2d.—In St. John’s Parish, at Whitehall, the plantation of Mrs. 
T. Porcher, after “ Evening prayer” by the Rector, and his Assistant, 
I administered Confirmation to 31 persons of color, and made an ad- 
dress ; the same night at Harbin’s, the plantation of Mr. Samuel Du- 
bose, I confirmed 11 persons of color, and made an address, after 
‘« Evening prayer’’ by the Rector and his Assistant. 

May 9th.—At Summerville, after saying ‘‘ Evening prayer’ I 
preached—the Rector (Rev. P.Gadsden) was present. 

May 10th.—Same place, at a private house, I said ‘ Evening prayer,’ 
the Lessons read by the Rector. 

May 11th.—Same place, at the Church, I met only two persons, 
owing to the inclement weather, and therefore, at the house of the 
Rector, I said ‘‘ Evening prayer,” the Lessons being read by him. 

May 19th.—At Barnwell Village, I said ‘ Evening prayer” and 
preached. 

May 20th, Sunday.—Same place, I officiated in the Desk, Pulpit, 
and Altar. There were 12 communicants. I also said ‘ Evening 
prayer,” baptized 3 infants, and preached. This congregation was 
organized in November last, under the name of “the Church of the 
Holy Apostles.” It has applied to be admitted into the Convention, 
has as yet no Pastor, and no Church building. Its meetings are held 
in the house of the Masons, which has been kindly loaned to them 
and services have been held at intervals by the following Presbyters, 
the Rey. C. Wallace in 1839, Rev. J. H. Cornish, Rev. T. J. Young, 
and Rev. J. W. Miles, in 1848 and ’49. 16 infants have been bap- 
tized here. 

_ May 23d.—A. candidate for Deacon’s Orders had his final examina- 
tion, four presbyters assisting. 

May 31st.—A candidate for Priest's Orders had his examination, 
four presbyters assisting. 

_ June 1st—A candidate for Deacon’s Orders had his first examina- 
tion, four presbyters assisting. 
VOL. XXVI,—NO. 9, 20 

















170 Religious Intelligence. | Aug. 


June 2d.— At Hampstead, to a sick member of St. John’s Chapel, I 
administered the holy rite of Confirmation. 

June 3d, Trinity Sunday.—At St. Stephen’s Chapel, Charleston, 
Benjamin I*. Taylor was admitted to the holy Order of Deacons; and 
the Rev. W. B. W. Howe, to that of Priests—presented by the Rev. 
C. Wallace, and the sermon by Rev. E. Phillips. 

June 6th.—At Zion Church near the Waterce River, after ‘ Morn- 
ing prayer” by the Rector, (Rev: J. M. Pringle) [ preached, and ad- 
ministered Confirmation to one person. This Church, it was pleasing 
to notice, had been neatly painted, the cemetery enclosed with a sub- 
stantial white-washed fence, and near it was erected a convenient 
Sunday School-house, since my last visit. At the plantation of Wm. 
Clarkson, Esq., after I said ‘‘ Evening prayer,” | preached to his ser- 
vants (several white persons being present) in the Chapel, for their 
accommodation, which he had provided. 

June 7th.—At the plantation of Mr. John Clarkson, [ catechized 
about 30 children, and after ‘‘ Morning prayer,” preached to a congre- 
gation of his servants, who united in the chants and were attentive.— 
The semi-gothic chapel built of stone ot irregular form, looked like 
one of olden time, and of foreign lands, intended to be permanent, and 
doubtless will survive every house in the neighborhood. Such an edi- 
fice presents to the eye a very agreeable object, and all its associations 
are grateful to the mind, the heart, and the imagination. 

June 8th.—In St. Mark’s Church, at Fulton, in the neat church built 
by the late C. Richardson, Esq., after “Morning prayer” by the Rec- 
tor (Rev. A. Wigfall) I preached, administered Confirmation to two 
persons, and made an address. 

June 9th.—Same Church, after “* Merning prayer”’ by the Rector, I 
preached. 

June 10th, Sunday.—At Stateburg, after ‘ Morning prayer” and the 
‘“ Ante-communion,” by the Rector (Rev. A. L. Converse,) I preached 
and confirmed 1 white and §8 persons of color. 

June 11th, Feast of St. Barnabas.—At Bradford Springs, after 
" Morning prayer” and the “ Ante-communion” by the Rector, (Rev. 
C. P. Elliott) I preached and confirmed one person. A neat new pul- 
pit and cesk, with handsome trimmings had been lately provided— 
their position was not changed for the better. They are now within; 
they were without the chancel. It is both more convenient, and more 
consistent with church architecture, to have distinct places for Altar, 
Desk, and Pulpit—the former in the chancel, and the two latter ex- 
terior to it. 

June 12th.—At Col. John Moore’s plantation, I read “ Evening 
prayer,” (the Lessons by Rev. C. P.Elliott,) and preached, at the Cate- 
chising House to his servants, and heard the candidates for Confirma- 
tion catechized, by the Catechist Mr. Welsh. It was an interesting 
service—the master and his son present. 

June 13th.—Same plantation, the Catechist instructed in my hearing 
in the ‘Church Catechism,” some children; and at the Chapel, two 
miles from the proprietor’s dwelling, convenient to his two plantations, 
at 11 o’clock, about 130 slaves assembled. ‘‘ Morning prayer” and 
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the “‘ Ante-communion,” were said by the Rev. C. P. Elliott, I preach- 
ed, and confirmed 16, whom I then addressed and catechized. 

June 14th.—In St. Matthew’s Parish, at Tottness, I said “ Evening 
prayer,” and preached—referring to the death of a lady, who was 
prominent in “ good deeds for the house of God, and for the offices 
thereof,” as had been her honored husband, (who several years ago, 
died) an active vestryman, and benefactor of this parish. To the me- 
mory of such sincere and fast friends of the Church, such tribute seemed 
to be due. By request, I called to see a sick member, from R. Island 
and read the office “‘for the Visitation ofthe Sick.” 

June 15th.—At Aiken, by request of the Rector (Rev. J. H. Cornish) 
I administered the holy rite of Confirmation to a sick member—a 
young lady who had expected to be confirmed in the Church, the 
next day. 

June 16ih.—Same place, at St. Thaddeus’ Church, after “ Morning _ 
prayer” by the Rector (Rev. J. H. Cornish) I preached and confirmed 
four persons. Onthe Church lot, the small building erected many 
years ago, is now used as a School by the Rector, intended not for pu- 
pils indiscriminitely, but for a few promising boys of limited means, 
who may be trained for usefulness, perhaps in the holy ministry. 

June 17th, Sunday.—At Edgefield, after ‘‘ Morning prayer,” and the 
‘¢‘ Ante-communion” by the Rector, (Rev. E. Reed) 1 preached, and 
confirmed one person. After “ Evening prayer” by the Rector, I 
preached. 

June 27th.—At St. Andrew’s Chapel, in Christ Church Parish, I 
read “ Evening prayer,” (the Lessons by the Rector, Rev. J. R. Fell,) 
and delivered a lecture, 

June 29th, St. Peter’s day.—Same place, I officiated in the Desk, 
the Chancel and the Pulpit, the Recior being unwell. 

July 7th.—I addressed “ a Circular’ to the Presbyters and Deacons 
of the Diocese, setting forth for the Fast day appointed by the Presi- 
dent of the U. S., in reference to the Cholera, (August 3d) the same 
‘‘ order of services” recommended by Bishop Bowen for the fast day, 
for the like calamity, September 13, 1839. 

July Sth—-At St. Stephen’s Chapel, Charleston, after “ Evening 
prayer” by the Assistant Minister, (Rev. J. W. Simmons) I preached, 
and administered Confirmation to 17 persons, the Preface was read by 
the Minister of the Chapel (Rev. C. Wallace.) 

July 18th—To a sick member, in private, under the pastoral care 
ofthe Missionary at St. Stephen’s Chapel, (Rev. C. Wallace) I admin- 
istered Confirmation. 


Bishop’s Circular —To each Presbyter and Deacon of the Diocese of 
South-Carolina. Respecrep anp Be.tovep Brotruer,—The earnest 
recommendation of our Cuier MagisTRATe, that “the first Frida 
in August be observed throughout the United States as a day of Fast- 
ing, Humiliation and Prayer,” in reference to the pestilence, which 
is desolating many portions of our large country, and threatens to ex- 
tend more and more, must be approved and welcomed by all who are 
Christians. But if there should be a doubt as to the expediency of 
this pious and benevolent act, there could be, among us, no question 
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as to prompt and unreserved obedience to it, since one of the earli- 
est lessons of the Church, in her Catechism, is “ to honor and obey 
the civil authority,”—a lesson taught her by the precepts and ex- 
ample of her Divine Founder and Head. 

The calamity which we deplore and apprehend, was the occasion, 
in the year 1836, of a solemnity like that, to which we are now called, 
and ‘‘ THE ORDER OF SERVICES” then set forth, by our late lamented 
Bishop, renders any new arrangement entirely unnecessary, and in- 
expedient. It is recorded in “the Gospel Messenger,” (the paper 
of the diocese) for October 1836, 

‘Trusting, and praying, that, guided and assisted by your ministra- 
tions, the people will know that “it is good to be afflicted,” and that 
from the appointed Fast Day, all the benefits desired may be fully re- 
alized by us all. 

[ remain, respectfully and affectionately; 


Yours in the Church of Christ, C. E. GADSDEN, 
Charleston, Trinity Season, 1849. Bishop of the Diocese of South-Carolina. 


ORDER OF SERVICES. 


Mornineé Servicr.—The last four of the Introductory Sentences 
beginning “repent ye, &c.” Third Selection of Psalms. 

First Lesson—Proverbs i. 20, or Jeremiah ix. 12 to 25, or Ezek. xiv. 
12. Second Lesson—ULuke xx. to verse 17, or xii. 35, to the end, or 
xili.to10. The Litany as on Sundays, Wednesdays and Fridays, with 
the portion of it which ordinarily the Minister may omit at his discre- 
tion, and before the General Thanksgiving, the Collects appointed to 
be read in that place, in the service for Ash-Wednesday—the Prayer 
being added, which among the Occasional Prayers, is appointed to be 
used in time of Great Sickness and Mortality. Ante-Communion: Col- 
lect, Epistle and Gospel for Ash-Wednesday, with the Collect for 
the 8th Sunday after Trinity and the following :—Almighty God, the 
Supreme Governor of all things, whose power no creature is able to 
resist, to whom it belongeth justly to punish sinners, and to be merci- 
ful to those who truly repent, save and deliver us we humbly beseech 
Thee, in this our day of need and peril, that we, secure in Thy de- 
fence, may be preserved ever-more, to glorify Thee, who art the only 
giver of life, of health, and of safety, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
—Amen. 

Evenine Service.— Psalms 44, 46, and 80, or either two of them, 
at the discretion of the Minister. First Lesson—Isaiah ix. 16, or xxx. 
8 to 22, or Daniel ix. 3 to 20. Second Lesson—James iv. or 1st Peter 
ii.to 17, or lst Peteriv. Collects for the day, as in the Morning Ser- 
vice. Before the General Thanksgiving, the Collects and Prayers 
as in the Morning Service. 


Missions of the Church.—Diocesan. Abbeville——I visited almost ev- 
ery family belonging tothe Church in the District. On Sunday at the 
village, the congregation was large, and seemed to be unusually inte- 
rested. I baptized three white children, and administered the Lord’s 
Supper to fifteen whites. A young lady communed for the first time, 
she is ready and desirous to be confirmed; one young gentleman spoke 
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to me about Confirmation, and will hope to receive the sacred rite 
when you visit Abbeville---I hope there will be more. There certain- 
ly would be, had they a faithful pastor. And that small, yet most in- 
teresting flock, may get discouraged if they do not have some one 
before long to bless and break and give to them the bread of life. Who 
is ready to say, ‘“‘heream I; send me?’ Who is ready “to endure 
hardness as a good soldier?” and make some considerable sacrifices 
for Jesus’ sake? You will be pleased with the Church edifice at 
Laurens, nearly completed : some $400 still remain due for it. I partly 
promised to visit Abbeville again, two or three days before you reach 
there. I shall do so if possible. Poor Abbeville! What a promis- 
ing field, but how neglected! How long shall she stretch out her 
hands, her suppliant hands in vain! Is the up-country to be deserted ? 
No, no! We will not believe it. The Gospel in the Church must 
continue to advance here despite all opposition. Its progress may, 
for awhile be retarded ; but its eventual success is, humanly speaking, 
certain. 

Greenville.-—I am anxious tosee you here, as the parents of one of 
the candidates will move to the western extreme of Arkansas early in 
the autumn. The population of the parishes in this section of the 
State is a floating one, and you are never sure of keeping your candi- 
dates together for a year at a time, I lost by removal two last year. 
Had we a permanent population, we might now have been self-sup- 
porting. 

Spartanburg.—Extract of a letter.—* I am pleased to say, that we 
have made avery fair start in Spartanburg, towards the erection of a 
Church, for the followers of the meek and lowly one of our faith. Six 
of us subscribed $50 each, and others $20 and $30, until we have 
reached near $500; and the subscription list has not yet had half its 
circulation. I think we will succeed in collecting about $1000, which 
will build us a small, but neatly framed Church. At preseut, we have a 
sermon morning and afternoon, of every other Sabbath, from the Rey. 


Mr. McCollough.” 

Gospel Messenger.—Extract of a letter—If you please, let me have 
the Gospel Messenger, at the rate of $1 per year, and I would be very 
thankful to you. I dislike to ask so kind a favor of you, but my pre- 
sent circumstances will not admit of my giving any more, for I esteem 
your ‘ Messenger’ of the highest value; being deprived of a minister, 
I would like to know, at least once a month, what the Church was 
doing. 

General Theological Seminary.—The report of the Committee of the 
Board, appointed to attend the ‘‘ Final Examination,” was read by its 
Chairman, the Rev. Dr. Jarvis. A clearer or more satisfactory report 
was never presented. The selection of the Chairman, which was 
done a year ago, was wisely ordered. 

Dr. Jarvis is also universally admitted to be eminently qualified 
to judge in a case which concern the points at issue between our 
Church and that of Rome. And, although recognized as a true 
Churchman, he has lived in Connecticut, and has never been sus- 
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pected of being an abettor of Romanizing.—Dr. Jarvis stated in his 
report, which we rejoice to think will soon be before the Church, that 
the Committee, having in view the reports, and charges made against 
the students of the Seminary, had requested the Professor, in whose 
department these subjects came up, to direct their examinations more 
particularly to the points of difference between our Church and that 
of Rome. The Professor cheerfully acceded to the request. After 
commending all the examinations, reference was made particularly to 
the senior class, by the Professor of Systematic Divinity and Ecclesi- 
astical History ; whose departments have most to do with the Papal 
controversy. Dr, Jarvis testified, that more thorough or searching ex- 
aminations, the Committee had never heard; and that they were alike 
honorable to the Professors and Students; the Committee were satis- 
fied by this examination, as to the doctrinal soundness of the Students, 
and the perfect conformity of their yiews and principles with those of 
the Church.— Banner of the Cross, 


St. John’s Church, Jacksonville, East-Florida.—'the Vestry, on the 
2d of May last, adopted the following: ‘“‘ Whereas the gospel has been 
preached at various intervals by the Ministry of the Pro. Epis. Church 
for the space of 20 years in this place, numbering now about 700 in- 
habitants, its greatest prosperity ; during which period the congrega- 
tion of St. John’s Church has been organized, incorporated, and re- 
ceived into union with the Convention of the diocese of Florida: 
Whereas, the corner-stone of a house of Prayer was laid in 1842, and 
the building has progressed towards completion as the Vestry felt 
justified in contracting for the necessary labor: And whereas, the 
Bishop of Georgia, in a letter of 1847, said in relation to the congre- 
gation ‘ With but few communicants, and they exhausted (for indeed 
they have worked up to, nay, beyond their ability) by their great effort 
to complete their place of worship, anything further must be done by 
their friends in wealthier portions of the Church ;’ Therefore, Resolved, 
‘That we the Wardens and Vestrymen of St. John’s Church, Jackson- 
ville, East-Florida, being of the opinion of the Bishop of Georgia, as 
expressed in the preamble of this resolution, do highly approve ofthe 
effort of our Rector to obtain assistance from our friends in wealthier 
portions of the Church, in finishing a suitable building for the worship 
of the holy name of God, which, when completed, will not cost beyond 
the sum of thirty-five hundred dollars ; and in furnishing the same with 
a bell and organ. Resolved, That A.M. Reid, the Treasurer of St. 
John’s Vestry, be authorized to receive all monies contributed and 
donations made.” 

The Pastor makes the following appeal to the Ohristian sympathy of 
friends abroad : 1st, because the Providence of God has required us to 
make provision for the members of this Church in the United States, 
living in other dioceses of our Ecclesiastical confederation. Every 
winter brings persons here from various parts of this nation to enjoy 
the mildness of our salubrious climate ; this made necessary a larger 
Church than would be otherwise wanted. This is illustrated by the 
following fact: the average attendance to April for four months, was 
about one hundred and eight; the average attendance to October ist, 
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has not been formerly half that number. When this climate becomes 
better known, and greater accommodation, now contemplated, is made 
for company, its transiently resident winter population, numbering in 
previous years about one hundred and twenty-five, will be increased 
by hundreds. 2ndly, because we, while being a poor congregation, 
have creditably exerted ourselves; the evidence of this is the admis- 
sion of the Vestry, and the Bishop of Georgia. The fact is that of the 
$3,200 expended, about $650 have been received out of the parish.— 
3dly, because the Diocese of Florida is poor. It can with difficulty 
retain the Ministry to serve it. The testimony of the last General 
Convention is, “Change, more than any thing else, has characterized 
this Diocese ever since its organization. Nine clergymen have been 
received from other Dioceses since the last Triennial Report, seven 
have been transferred, and one has died. ‘The present number canon- 
ically resident is six, though only five are holding cures.”” The Pastor 
of this congregation hopes to have the sympathy and encouragement 
of this Church in the struggle in which, for twenty years, they have 
been engaged. We pray that this effort made to assist St. John’s 
Church, Jacksonville, will receive the favorable consideration of the 
Clergy and Laity. By doing so, they will be making a comfortable 
spiritual provision for ‘“‘THE STRANGER” in “the time of adversity,” 
and in “ the hour of death,’’ when far away from friends and home. 


I. Swart, Missionary of the ‘‘ Board of Missions 
of the P. E. Church in the U. 8. A.” 


Any donations for the above purpose will be thankfully acknow- 
ledged by the Bishop, or they may be left at Mr. Mituer’s, No. 5 


Broad-street. 


An Error corrected.—Dear and Revered Brother,—Your correspon- 
dent, “ G. B.”’* in his communication dated June 5, has fallen into an 
error; which, as it concerns my diocese chiefly, I hasten to correct. 
If he had seen the “ Brief Narrative” in the Missionary for June, 
(which, at that date, had not been published,) and had had access to the 
Journals of the Convention of the Diocese of New-Jersey, he would 
not have committed it. 

The Convention of the Diocese of New-Jersey, in communicating 
to the undersigned in 1832, the testimonials of his election, as Bishop, 
made no proposition as to salary. The Committee, who came to 
Boston for that purpose, merely stated that the subject of Episcopal 
support was to be considered at the next Convention. This was 
done. Measures for the increase of the Episcopal Fund, (then 
$2,049 33,) were adopted at the Convention of 1833, which have 
raised it to its present amount, $8,951 17. 

No specific salary has ever been appointed. In 1839, a Committee 
of the Convention, appointed to fix the salary for the support of the 
Bishop, reported fifteen hundred dollars, as the sum proper to be 
paid, Their report was amended by the Convention, by substituting 








* See page 141, Gospel Messenger for July. 
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two thousand dollars. The report was then laid on the table. In 
1846, the Convention ordered the Treasurer to pay to the Bishop, the 
interest arising from the present fund; which, at six per cent., is a 
something more than six hundred dollars. 

Insertion for this correction of an involuntary error is respectfully 
requested. G. W. Doane. 


Riverside, June 16, 1849. 





et IIR OOS 
OBIMUARY IWOTLCHS, 


Died on the 30th June 1849, Mrs. Tuomas B. Bennett, the youngest daughter of the 
late Bishop of this Diocese, in the 24th year of her age. Into the sorrows of a solitary 
and cheerless home, and of a widowed parent let us not intrude, but we would express 
a sincere sympathy by the prayer, that the bereaved may be sustained by the divine 
Being whose name is ‘‘ Comforter,” and be enabled to add their testimony to that of the 
many who going through “the valley of Baca,” have been more than consoled, yea, 
have found that it “‘ was good to be atficted.” 


Departed this life on the Lord’s day, the 5th after Trinity, 1849, in the 76th year of 
her age, Mrs. E. A, Crarxsen. Amore sincere, humble, quiet, right-minded, kindly 
disposed, and. faithful ‘‘ member of Christ,” remains not among us. Christian principle, 
practice, and earnestness, marked in a more than ordinary degree, the life of the venera- 
ted deceased. In health, and sickness, in gladness and sadness, in prosperity and adver- 
sity, the writer has seen this “ sister” during a long life, and could not but have noticed 
a consistency in word and deed worthy of a believer. Thankfulness for mercies; re- 
signation under bereavemeuts ; self-coutrol when tempted to the contrary ; moderation 
in all things; consideration of the poor, and solicitude to know, and serve God, were 
traits of character that could not be unobserved. Who felt more for a world “ without 
the Gospel,” and did more to impart it to the heathen around us, and afar off. Some of 
the earliest, and most effective measures for Christianizing the blacks may be traced to 
that head, and heart, and hand. This feeble tribute to departed excellence is, not to 
praise the dead, for they value it not, or to gratify the living, but to try to persuade them 
to be followers of one whom we humbly trust, by the all-sufficient merit of the Redeem- 
er, and the grace of the Sanctifier, and through faith and patience hath inherited the 
exceedingly great and precious promises. Amen. 





ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The undersigned gratefully acknowledges the receipt of the following sums, for the 
urposcs of his mission. Collected in Trinity Church, Columbia, $131; from a friend 
for Calvary Church, Glenn Springs, $20; from members of St. Michael’s congregation, 
$58 ; from the Rector of Trinity Church, Society Hill, $50. 
J. D. McCOLLOUGH, 
Missionary to Spartanburg District. 


TO AN UNKNOWN BENEFACTOR. 


“The balance $15 as you may feel disposed,” (see the acknowledgment in the Gos. 
Messenger for July 1849,) the benevolent donor is Bi yet informed, will be applied 
to the education of a promising youth, who it is hoped, will be a candidate for the holy 





ministry. 
CALENDAR FOR AUGUST. 
3. The President’s Fast Day .* 19. Eleventh Sunday after Trinity. 
5. Ninth Sanday after Trinity, 24. St. Bartholomew, 
12, Tenth Sunday after Trinity. 26. Twelfti Sunday after Trinity. 


* The Order of Services for which, can be had at this Office. 











IN THE PRESS. 


An Exposition of the Church Catechism, 
By Bishop Ken, with a Preface by the Bishop of South-Carolina. 
It was intended to publish this valuable work about a year since, but circumstances 
prevented. Bishop Ken is the author of the Morning and Evening Hymns, the 164th 


and 168th, in our Prayer Book. 
August 1 





NEW BOOKS. 


Just received from Joseph Robinson, Publisher, at Baltimore, a New and Cheap 
Edition of LETTERS TO N. WISEMAN, D. D. 


ON THE ERRORS OF ROMANISM. 


In respect to Worship of Saints, Satisfactions, Purgatory, Indulgences, and the 
Worship of Images and Relics. By the Rev. WM. PALMER, M. A. of Worsester Col- 
lege, In 1 vol. 12mo. Price bound in cloth, 50 cents—in paper, 31. 

ALSO, 


CHRISTIAN MORALS, by the Rev. Wm. Sewell. 
FASTS and FESTIVALS ot the CHURCH, by Bishop Hobart. 


For sale by 
Evidences of Natural and Revealed 


Religion ; also, the Doctrines and Institutions of Christianity, with questions for use 
in Bible Classes, in Parochial, Family and Sunday Schools. By the author of “Reasons 
why I am a Churchman.” 

Also, Scripture Reading Lessons for little children, in 1 vol. orin3 parts. The Early 
Called ; a Gift for Bereaved Parents, by Rev. Wm. H. Lewis, D. D., 4th edition: 


LARGE CHEAP 8vo. BIBLES, at $1. 
THE CHURCHMAN’S ALMANAC, FOR 1849. 


SWORDS’ POCKET ALMANAC FOR 1849. 
For sale by A. E. MILLER. 


Church Societies in South-Carolina. 


1. Proféstant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in S. Carolina. 
Thos. G. Simons, jr, Treasurer, office No. 1, Vanderhorst wharf, will attend at the Library 
Chalmers’-street, on the |st Friday after the 1st Monday in every month, from 12 to 2 o’clock. 
The Library is open every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, from 12 to2 o’clock. Annu- 
al subscription $5; Life subscription 50. 

2. Society forthe Relief of the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy—Treasurer, Jas. 
R. Pringle, Fisq. office at J. Adger’s, Hamilton’s wharf. Annual subscription $10: 
subscription to the fund for the support of decayed Clergymen $5. 

3. Female Episcopal Bible, Prayer Book, and ‘Tract Society—'T'reasurer, Mrs. Jane 
M. Thomas, Boundary street, north side; Librarian, Miss Jane M, Pinckney, 28 King 
street, near Whim’s Court, by whom Bibles, Prayer Books, and Tracts, are delivered 
every Monday morning. Annual subscription $1; Life do. $10.-: Members entitled 
to one Bible or Prayer Book, or 500 pages of ‘Tracts annually. 

4. Charleston Protestant Episcopal Domestic Female Missionary Society—Treasu- 


rer, Mrs. Dehon. Annual contribution $5; Life subscription $20. 


A. E. MILLER. 











Receiving Agents for this Diocese. 


Tue Bisnor or THE Diocese for Missions, within the State, commoaly called Dio 
cesan Missions. 

JACOB K. SASS, Teller of the Bank of Charleston for Missions within the United States 
under the direction of the ‘‘ Domestic and Foreign issionary Society of the Pro. Episcopal 
Church,”’ commonly called Domestic Missions. All monies sent by mail must be directed 
to him at the Bank of Charleston, where he is always to be found duriug business hours. 

HENRY TRESCOT, Esq., Cashier of the State Bank, for Missions without the 
United States, under the direction of the Society above named, commonly called For 
reign Missions. 

EDWARD BLAKE, Esq. Teller of the Bank of South-Carolina, is Agent for re 


ceiving any contributions to Bishop Chase’s Institution, Jubilee College. 
Dr. ILM. CAMPBELL, is Treasurer of the Fund for establishing and endowing one 


or more Episcopal Schools, in the Diocese of South-Carolina, and will receive s* 
sums as may be offered for that purpose. 
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Receipts for the Gospel Messenger for the following years: 

















1847. 1849. 
Amount brought forward for Amount received tor Vol. XXVI. $159 506 
Vol. XXIV. $578 40 | Mr. A. H. Belin, 3 00 
Mrs. Thos. W. Boone, old account, 18 00 | Mr. Charles Alston, 3°00 
Balance due, 27 60 | Mrs. Thos. W. Boone, 3 00 
Mr. B. D. Heriot, 3 00 
$624 00 | Miss M. R. Simmons, 3 09 
‘} Rev. M. H. Lance, 3 00 
1848. Mrs. Ann L. Lee, Carlowville, 3 00 
Amount brought forward for Vol. 
XXYV. $598 00 
Balance due, 3 00 
$624 00 $180 50 











The President’s Fast Day. 


The Order of Services, as put forth by the Bishop, for the Protestant Episcopal 
Churches in South-Carolina, can be had at the Office of the Gospel Messenger. 
Price 2 cents each. 


THE CHURCH VINDICATED, against the Assault of W. T. Hamilton, D. D. in a 
Review of his Sermon on Acts xvii. “ Ye are too superstitions.” Preached in the Goy- 
ernment-street Church, Mobile, Sunday night, Jan. 23d 1848. By Rev. Richard John- 
son, Rector of Zion Church, Talbotton, Georgia. Price 25 cents. 


Also received Pattern copies of 


THE CHURCH CHANT BOOK. By Rev. Wm. Staunton, author of the Church 
Dictionary. 


THE PARISH REGISTER, bound, Suitable for new Churches, who ought to 
keep a regular history of its establishment, the number ot parishioners, baptisms, confir- 
mations, communicants, marriages, burials, &c. Neatly bound in various styles at from 
$6 to $7.50. Orders for which will be received by A. E. MILLER. 


CHURCHES WITH FREE SHATS. 


Foreigners, Strangers and others, are respectfully informed that there are im Charles- 
ton and the Neck, three places of wership, according to the forms of the Church of 
England, as altered and used by the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States. 


SEATS FREE TO ALL, VIZ: 


St. Stephen’s Chapel, Anson-street, near Laurens, (a brick building on the west side.) 

St. John’s Chapel, corner of Hanover and Amherst-street, Charleston Neck. 

The Church of the Holy Communion, Cannonsborough. Service in the last, held at 
present in the United States Arsenal. 

Sunday Schools are held in all of them at 9 o’clock, on Sunday mornings. Divine 
Service im all of them, at half-past 10 a.m., and half-past 3 p. m., on Sundays in winter. 
In summer it is later in the afternoon, varying with the season. St. Stephen’s Chapel 
is also open for divine service every Monday and Friday evening, at 6 o'clock, every 
Wednesday evening at 8, and every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday morning at 10 
A M., besides Holy days and Saints’ days. St. John’s is open every Saturday morning 
at 11 o’clock, a. m. 

Ministers of St. Stephen’s.—The Rev. Cranmore Wallace, residence 196 East-Bay, 
corner of Laurens-street. The Rev. J. Ward Simmons, Assistant. 

_ Of St. John'’s—The Rev, Alexander W. Marshall, residence Broad-street, corner of 
Orange-street. . 

Of Church of the Holy Communion—The Rev. J. Ward Simmons, Missionary, resi- 
dence Hudson-street, rear of Citadel, 3rd door west of Meeting-street. 

Any of these Clergymen, will cheerfully attend upon the Poor and the Sick whene- 
ver made known to them. 

New-Year’s Day, 1849. 


Daily Service is held 
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